
12/8/11 

1 

	
  	
  Fastcase	
  Legal	
  Research	
  
The	
  Smarter	
  Solu2on	
  for	
  Legal	
  Research	
  

	
  
In	
  Depth	
  Legal	
  Research	
  |	
  2012	
  

 
	
  	
  
	
  
"

"
"

The Fastcase Difference:  
 

Find the Cases You Want Without Wading Through a Sea of Results   

 
	
  

How do I 
login? 

How do I 
Shepardize? 

What do you 
cover? 

FREQUENTLY	
  ASKED	
  QUESTIONS	
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How do I 
login? 

Retail Subscribers Bar Association Members 
 

Go to www.fastcase.com  
and click the Login button 
at the top right hand side of 
the screen 

 
 
 

 
Go to your bar 
association’s website and 
look for the Fastcase logo 
or link. 

 

 
	
  How do I 

“Shepardize”? 

Fastcase Authority Check® Other Citators 
 

Free list of later citing cases in 
the Fastcase database 
 
Does not contain treatment 
information 

 
 
 

 
For treatment information, try a 
third party citator such as 
Shepard’s (LexisNexis) or 
Keycite (Westlaw). 
 
These services charge between 
$7 - $15 per case. 

 

 
	
  

What Do 
You Cover? 

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950** 
Statutes  U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 45 states 
Other Regulations Links to state and federal administrative regulations and 

codes (some are searchable) 
Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are 

searchable) 
Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are 

searchable) 

www.fastcase.com   What is 
Fastcase ? 

Go To Scope of 
Coverage 

Fastcase is a Primary Law Database. 
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Quick  
Caselaw Search 

•  Simple Keyword Search 

•  Citation Lookup 

Advanced 
Caselaw Search 

•  Keyword Search (with Boolean 
Operators) 

•  Natural Language Search 

•  Citation Lookup 

Case	
  Law	
  Search	
  Basics	
  

 
Use Quick Caselaw Search to 

locate known cases using reporter 
citations or docket numbers 

 

 
Use Advanced Caselaw Search 
for all other types of searches 

 

	
  
	
  RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  1|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

Treatises 

Journal 
Articles 

Google & 
Natural 

Searches 

Question: 
 

Constitutionality of searching a passenger 
during a traffic stop? 
 
Legal Principles 
 

ü Fourth Amendment 
ü Search and seizure 
ü Reasonable suspicion 
ü Traffic stop 
ü Expectation of privacy 
 
Additional Search Terms 
 

ü Car, automobile, vehicle 
ü Driver 
ü Passenger 

	
  
	
  RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  2|	
  Start	
  With	
  Broad	
  Searches	
  

	
  
Use  

Synonyms 

Use Wildcard 
Operators 

Use Proximity Searches  
(instead of long phrases in quotation marks) 
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RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  2|	
  Start	
  With	
  Broad	
  Searches 

RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  2|	
  Start	
  With	
  Broad	
  Searches 

RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  2|	
  Start	
  With	
  Broad	
  Searches 
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RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  2|	
  Start	
  With	
  Broad	
  Searches 

	
  
	
  Keyword	
  Search	
  Tips	
  	
  

	
   
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

• Unsupported Patterns 
• A w/3 (B OR C) 
• A w/3 (B AND C) 
• Supported Patterns 
• (A w/3 B) OR (A w/3 C); (A w/3 B) AND (A w/3 C) 

Troubleshoot your  
proximity searches using our  

FAQ and User Guide 

• Comes up when searching for case law citing a statute 
• Incorrect:   111.2 OR 111.4 
• Correct:  “111.2” OR “111.4” 

Use quotation marks around 
numerical search terms. 

• Confusing: Cat AND Mouse OR Rabbit NOT Dog 
• Better: 

•  ((Cat AND Mouse) OR Rabbit) NOT Dog 
•  Cat AND ((Mouse OR Rabbit) NOT Dog) 

Use parentheses to specify the 
order of operations. 

	
  
	
  RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  4|	
  Search	
  Across	
  JurisdicOons	
  

	
  

United States 
Supreme Court 

U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 

Dist. of Columbia 

U.S. District 
Court for the  

Dist. of Columbia 

U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the  

Dist. of Columbia 

District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals 

Use	
  Advanced	
  Case	
  Law	
  Search	
  to	
  construct	
  a	
  search	
  that	
  will	
  search	
  across	
  all	
  courts	
  
with	
  jurisdic2on	
  in	
  your	
  state	
  or	
  district.	
  
	
  
Example:	
  	
  District	
  of	
  Columbia	
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  RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  4|	
  Search	
  Across	
  JurisdicOons	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  5|	
  Save	
  Searches	
  By	
  Bookmarking	
  

	
  Fastcase	
  always	
  uses	
  sta2c	
  urls,	
  allowing	
  you	
  to	
  access	
  prior	
  searches.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Save	
  as	
  many	
  searches	
  as	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  for	
  later	
  use	
  by	
  bookmarking	
  the	
  results	
  page.	
  

Perform a search. Press Ctrl + D  from 
the Results screen. 

Name and save your 
bookmark or favorite. 

To return to your 
saved results, reload 

the bookmark or 
favorite 
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RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  6|	
  Retrieve	
  &	
  Batch	
  Print	
  MulOple	
  Cases	
  
	
  
	
  

 

ü  String	
  reporter	
  cita2ons	
  together	
  (separated	
  by	
  commas)	
  to	
  pull	
  
up	
  mul2ple	
  cases	
  at	
  once.	
  

	
  
ü  Then	
  batch	
  print	
  up	
  to	
  20	
  cases	
  in	
  a	
  single	
  document.	
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RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  7|	
  Use	
  Forecite®	
  as	
  a	
  Backstop	
  	
  

	
   
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

Forecite,	
  helps	
  you	
  by	
  iden2fying	
  seminal	
  cases	
  that	
  can	
  easily	
  be	
  missed	
  by	
  
ordinary	
  word	
  searches.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Example	
  
	
  
Search	
  for:	
  busing	
  AND	
  desegrega2on	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Ordinarily,	
  Brown	
  v.	
  Bd.	
  of	
  Educ.	
  or	
  Swann	
  v.	
  Charlo6e-­‐Mecklenburg	
  Bd.	
  of	
  
Educ.	
  do	
  not	
  appear	
  in	
  the	
  results.	
  
 

RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  8|	
  Browse	
  Statutes	
  in	
  Outline	
  View	
  

Select  
“Search Statutes”  
from Search Menu 

 Select a 
Jurisdiction  
from the list 

Click on the 
“Outline View” 

Tab 

Use	
  Outline	
  View	
  to	
  navigate	
  to	
  a	
  specific	
  statute	
  sec2on	
  quickly.	
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RESEARCH	
  TIP	
  9	
  |	
  “Annotate”	
  a	
  Statute	
  with	
  a	
  CreaOve	
  
Case	
  Law	
  Search	
  
	
  

Example: 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 

Suggested Search: 
 “42 U.S.C. 1983" or ("42 U.S.C." w/3 1983) 

Search	
  for	
  cases	
  ci2ng	
  a	
  specific	
  statute	
  sec2on	
  by	
  construc2ng	
  an	
  Advanced	
  
Caselaw	
  keyword	
  search	
  with	
  the	
  statute	
  sec2on	
  in	
  quota2on	
  marks.	
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Customer	
  Support	
  

1-866-773-2782 
 

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday 
 

(excluding holidays) 

CALL 
support@fastcase.com 

 

EMAIL 
Help à Live Help 

 

LIVE CHAT 

www.fastcase.com  Help & Training Documentation & 
Downloads 

Additional Training Resources: 


