Fastcase Legal Research

The Solution for Legal Research

In Depth Legal Research | 2012

The Fastcase Difference:
Find the Cases You Want Without Wading Through a Sea of Results
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TRADITIONAL LEGAL
RESEARCH ENGINES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How do |
login?

How do |
Shepardize?
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Go to www.fastcase.com Go to your bar

and click the Login button association’s website and
at the top right hand side of look for the Fastcase logo
the screen or link.

Free list of later citing cases in For treatment information, try a

the Fastcase database third party citator such as
Shepard’s (LexisNexis) or

Does not contain treatment Keycite (Westlaw).

information

These services charge between
$7 - $15 per case.

+  Pit  Mylbay  Options

Authority Check
Entire database: 14

£ o

Fastcase is a Primary Law Database.

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950**
Statutes U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 45 states

Other Regulations Links to state and federal administrative regulations and
codes (some are searchable)

Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are
searchable)
Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are

searchable)

[www.fastcase.cam] [ D ] Coroisconell
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Case Law Search Basics

« Simple Keyword Search « Keyword Search (with Boolean
Operators)
« Citation Lookup
* Natural Language Search

« Citation Lookup

RESEARCH TIP 1| Do Your Homework

Question:

Constitutionality of searching a passenger
during a traffic stop?

Legal Principles

v Fourth Amendment
Journal v Search and seizure
Articles Reasonable suspicion
v Traffic stop

v Expectation of privacy

Additional Search Terms
v Car, automobile, vehicle
 Driver

v Passenger

'
last

RESEARCH TIP 2| Start With Broad Searches

Use Wildcard
Operators
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RESEARCH TIP 2| Start With Broad Searches

T T ST T

Sart  Search  Resuts  Document  Print  MyLibrary  Opions  Help

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: @ Keyword Search (Boolean) © Natural Language  © Citation Lookup

@ Show Search Tips »

Syntax  Example (click to run a search) Result

AND,&  copyright AND preemption cases with both the words "copyright” and "preemption”

Or landlord OR lessor cases with either the word "landlord” or "lessor"

NoT chemical waste NOT management  cases with the words "chemical” and "waste” but not "management"”

O (security OR pledge) AND cases with either "security” or "pledge”, and also the word "assignment”
“felony murder cases containing the exact phrase “felony murder
capital w/2 punishment. cases In which the word "capital” appears within 2 words of the word "punishment"
termin* wildcard - cases containing variations of the stem, such as "terminal”, "terminate",

“terminator”
Select Jurisdictions. Recently Searched Jurisdictions
® All Jurisdictions sc
All Federal Appellate OH

RESEARCH TIP 2| Start With Broad Searches

fast F: Home | ContactInfo | Help and Support | Logout

Sart  Search  Resuts  Document  Prnt  Mylibrary — Opions  Help

No Results

No documents found for the following search:

Search Phrase:  "Searching a passenger during a trafic stop does not violate the
Fourth Amendment"

Jurisdiction(s): Al Jurisdictions

Suggestons:

1. Check your query for spelling errors.

2. Check that you are searching in the correct jurisdictions.

3. Broaden your search to include other possible search terms

4. For citation searches, make sure you're citing the first page of the case.
5. Modify your existing search or starta new search by clicking below.

Fre e

Policy | Terms of Service | Scope of Coverage

© 19992010 Fastease, Inc. Priva

RESEARCH TIP 2| Start With Broad Searches

fast Fastcase Home | Contact Info | Help and Support | Logout

St Search  Resuts  Document  Prnt  Mylibrary — Opions  Help

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: ® Keyword Search (Boolean) © Natural Language © Citation Lookup

FFouth Amendment”and taffc* wis0 search wis0 passenger-

71 Show Search Tips

Select Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdictions
Al Jurisdictions e sct ,
All Federal Appellate OH
Al State AR
Al Distrct Courts VA

Al Bankruptey Courts

Individual Jurisdictions.

Search Options
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RESEARCH TIP 2| Start With Broad Searches
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Keyword Search Tips

*Unsupported Patterns
“Awl/3 (BORC)
“Aw/3 (BAND C)
+Supported Patterns
+(Aw/3 B) OR (Aw/3 C); (Aw/3 B) AND (Aw/3 C)

+Comes up when searching for case law citing a statute
“Incorrect: 111.2 OR 111.4
«Correct: “111.2” OR “111.4”

+Confusing: Cat AND Mouse OR Rabbit NOT Dog
*Better:

+ ((Cat AND Mouse) OR Rabbit) NOT Dog

- Cat AND ((Mouse OR Rabbit) NOT Dog)

7
last

RESEARCH TIP 4| Search Across Jurisdictions

Use Advanced Case Law Search to construct a search that will search across all courts
with jurisdiction in your state or district.

Example: District of Columbia

U.S. Court of
Appeals for the

Dist. of Columbia

U.S. District
Court for the
Dist. of Columbia

U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the
Dist. of Columbia




RESEARCH TIP 4| Search Across Jurisdictions

Jete e TeTeTe e Tetee e Telele e TeTele e Telele e Te)

RESEARCH TIP 5| Save Searches By Bookmarking

Fastcase always uses static urls, allowing you to access prior searches.

Save as many searches as you would like for later use by bookmarking the results page.

Perform a search.

Press Cirl + D from Name and save your
the Results screen. bookmark or favorite.

To

saved results, reload
the bookmark or

return to your

favorite
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RESEARCH TIP 6| Retrieve & Batch Print Multiple Cases

v String reporter citations together (separated by commas) to pull
up multiple cases at once.

¥" Then batch print up to 20 cases in a single document.

IS o

Document

Pt My Lbry

Advanced Caselaw Search

‘Search Type: © Kepward Search (Bookan) O Natue Language
RS 30788 SOF S9ET0 SEF Siop 2080 S TER

Ctaton Lockap.

) Show Seaxch Tie

Recertly Searched duisdictions

. 20 G D. Comn

4Ce.D.Com

A izt
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RESEARCH TIP 7| Use Forecite® as a Backstop

Forecite, helps you by identifying seminal cases that can easily be missed by
ordinary word searches.

Example

Search for: busing AND desegregation

Ordinarily, Brown v. Bd. of Educ. or Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Bd. of
Educ. do not appear in the results.

IS o

Resuts_ ttactve Timsine

Print Listof Results

—
B Auorty @)
A nsdcsons. — ML R L b W PrinySave Documents in Queue Cheek

Relovance _Caso

recearh o seoch toms
@ Swamn . Board of Education. 402 US. 1,915 C1 1267.28 L Ed 24554 (1571) =]

® Brown v. Board of Education, 347 USS.

\ 74 5.0L 686, 98 L Ed 873 (1954) %)

June 20,183
o

busing

apeinz 157 1

RESEARCH TIP 8| Browse Statutes in Outline View

Use Outline View to navigate to a specific statute section quickly.

Select Selecta
“Search Statutes” Jurisdiction
from Search Menu from the list Tab

Click on the
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Case Law Search

RESEARCH TIP 9 | “Annotate” a Statute with a Creative

Search for cases citing a specific statute section by constructing an Advanced
Caselaw keyword search with the statute section in quotation marks.

Example:
42U.8.C. § 1983

Suggested Search:
“42 U.S.C. 1983" or ("42 U.S.C." w/3 1983)

IS o

Advanced Caselaw Search
Search Type: © Koy Sesch Boes) Nt Linpsge. ) Qo o,

Search Options.
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12/8/11

10



Customer Support

=,

CALL EMAIL LIVE CHAT
1-866-773-2782 support@fastcase.com Help - Live Help

o

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday

(excluding holidays)

Additional Training Resources:

[Wwwhutl:d:ecom] [ Help & Training ] [ Documentation & ]
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