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How do I 
login?

Retail Subscribers Bar Association Members

Go to www.fastcase.com

and click the Login button 

at the top right hand side of 

the screen

Go to your bar 

association’s website and 

look for the Fastcase logo 

or link.
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*Note: Your username is the email address that you used to set up your account.

If you are a retail subscriber, enter your username and 

password after clicking the login button on the home page. 

If you can’t remember your password, select the “Contact” 

button at the top right.

If you are a retail subscriber, enter your username and 

password after clicking the login button on the home page. 

If you can’t remember your password, select the “Contact” 

button at the top right.
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What Am I 
Searching?

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950**

Statutes U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 44 states

Other Regulations Links to state and federal administrative regulations and 

codes (some are searchable)

Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are 

searchable)

Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are 

searchable)

www.fastcase.com What is Fastcase ?
Go To Scope of 
Coverage

Fastcase is a Primary Law Database.
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Two Types of Content

Integrated Content

• Content is contained within 
Fastcase’s database.

• Text is searchable within 
Fastcase.

• Content is contained within 
Fastcase’s database.

• Text is searchable within 
Fastcase.

Unintegrated Content

• Content is not integrated into 
Fastcase’s database.

• Fastcase provides a hyperlink 
to a third party website where 
the content is available. 

• The text is not searchable 
within Fastcase.

• Ex. Six State Statute collections, 
and most regulations, court rules, 
etc. 

• Content is not integrated into 
Fastcase’s database.

• Fastcase provides a hyperlink 
to a third party website where 
the content is available. 

• The text is not searchable 
within Fastcase.

• Ex. Six State Statute collections, 
and most regulations, court rules, 
etc. 

Ex. Case law, U.S. Code, 44 State 

Statute collections
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Where do I 
begin?

Determine the content you’re looking for.

Each database is kept separate in Fastcase. This means you aren’t able to search 

across multiple databases at once. Don’t worry, it’s easy to switch from one to another. 

Anything listed below this line 

is offered from one of our 

partners and is available on a 

transactional basis. 
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Quick 
Caselaw Search

• Simple Keyword Search

• Citation Lookup

• Simple Keyword Search

• Citation Lookup

Advanced
Caselaw Search

• Keyword Search (with 
Boolean Operators)

• Natural Language Search

• Citation Lookup

• Keyword Search (with 
Boolean Operators)

• Natural Language Search

• Citation Lookup

searching for>Case Law

Use Quick Caselaw Search to 

locate known cases using reporter 

citations or docket numbers

Use Advanced Caselaw Search 

for all other types of searches
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Search Types

• Most powerful, precise and flexible way 
to search

• Allows use of Boolean operators to 
narrow results from the start

Keyword (Boolean)

• Best for non-legal professionals or 
brand-new to online legal research

• Less precise than Keyword search
Natural Language

• Pull up cases by reporter citation

• Search for multiple cases at once
Citation Lookup
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Keyword Search

Searching by Keyword using Boolean operators is the most 

powerful and flexible way to search for electronic information.

Operators Description

And, & Results must contain both words specified

OR Results must contain either of the words specified

NOT Results must not contain the word excluded

w/3 , /3 Results must contain the words specified within a

certain distance of one another

* Results must contain words beginning with the 

root specified

“  ” Results must contain the precise phrase entered

(  ) Use parentheses to define the order of operations 

when using multiple operators

It is also very easy to use. Fastcase uses the six standard Boolean operators described below:
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AND Operator

Capital Punishment

Capital AND Punishment � Cases containing both words
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OR Operator

Capital Punishment

Capital OR Punishment � Cases containing at least one of the 

two words
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NOT Operator

Capital Punishment

Capital NOT Punishment � Cases containing the word capital but 

not the word punishment
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“Within” Operator

Jury w/3 Trial � Cases containing the word jury within 3 words 

of the word trial

. . . jury trial . . .

. . . trial by jury. . .

. . . jury for the trial . . .

. . . jury. Moreover, trial . . .

. . . jury question, the trial . . .
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Wildcard Operator

Delib* � Cases containing any word that begins with “delib”

deliberate

deliberation

deliberator

deliberately
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Quotation Marks

“Miranda warning” � Cases containing the entire phrase 

“Miranda warning”

Using quotation marks helps to filter 

out less relevant results. By entering 

the entire phrase in quotation marks, 

you rule out the possibility of finding 

cases that contain just the words 

“Miranda” or “warning”. 
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Parentheses

(trial OR hearing) AND delib* � Cases containing both the word 

trial along with the word jury within   

3 words of any word beginning

with “delib” 

Using parentheses when entering in 

multiple boolean operators helps to 

determine which operators you are 

applying to which terms. 
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Citation Lookup

You can locate cases by citation using the Advanced Caselaw Search page as well. 

Formatting is easy, just take a look at the search tips located under the search box. 

You can even enter multiple citations to retrieve several cases in one simple search. 
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Filtering in Fastcase

by Jurisdiction:by Jurisdiction:

by Date:by Date:

by Authority Check:by Authority Check:
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Authority 
Check

Interactive 
Timeline

Forecite
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searching for>Statutes

Search
(same options as in Case Law)

• Keyword Search (with Boolean 
Operators)

• Natural Language Search

• Citation Lookup

• Keyword Search (with Boolean 
Operators)

• Natural Language Search

• Citation Lookup

Browse with Outline View

• Allows you to view the entire 
statute as an expandable outline

• Often quicker than using Citation 
Lookup

• Allows you to view the entire 
statute as an expandable outline

• Often quicker than using Citation 
Lookup

Search helps you locate statutes 

on a particular topic or that 

contain specific words.

Browse using Outline View to 

quickly pull up a specific statute 

section.
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Outline View

Browse statutes using outline view.  
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Customer Support

1-866-773-27821-866-773-2782

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday

(excluding holidays)

CALL

support@fastcase.comsupport@fastcase.com

EMAIL

Help � Live HelpHelp � Live Help

LIVE CHAT

www.fastcase.com Help & Training
Documentation & 
Downloads

Additional Training Resources:
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My Research Home. 
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Quick Caselaw Search

Simple citation lookup using, 384 U.S. 436,

produces this result:

Click on the hyperlinked 

case caption to view the 

full text of the case.
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Once you’ve clicked on the case, you can read through the decision in 

the right panel, view the Authority Check report, print or save, add the 

case to your “Favorites”, or email the case to yourself or a colleague. 
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The Authority Check report provides a list and links to all later 

citing cases in the Fastcase database. 
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Selecting Print/Save allows you to save the document to your computer 

so that you may later review, print or email the case. Fastcase offers 

dual-column printing so cases are court-admissible right off the printer.
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Fastcase’s “Favorites” options ensures that you’ll never lose important 

documents. Add an unlimited number of documents to Your Favorites, 

then select “My Library” – “Go to Favorite Documents” so that you can 

revisit those items later on. 
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Use the email link to send a case in rich text format within the body of 

an email. Although the field is auto populated with the email address 

associated with the account, you can choose to send cases to anyone 

– just make sure they’ve added support@fastcase.com to their safe 

senders list! 
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Advanced Caselaw Search

We’ll start with a phrase search using quotation marks - “Right to Counsel”:
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Without narrowing our search by jurisdiction or date range, we produce these results:

The Relevance score

is determined based 

on factors of your 

search terms. 

The case header allows 

you to sort alphabetically 

and shows you the most 

relevant paragraph with 

your search terms in bold.

In the Decision Date column 

we list the date the opinion 

was issued, allowing you to sort 

according to most recent or 

oldest case.

In the Authority Check column, 

we display the number of later 

citing cases and allow you to sort 

your cases according to the 

number of times it’s been cited. 
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Forecite serves as a backstop to your legal research, locating results that may 

be missing one or more of your search terms but have been frequently cited 

by your search results. Click on “View Results” on the right of the panel to see 

what Forecite has come up with.
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For an easier way to view your results, click on the “Interactive Timeline” tab 

to the right of “Results”. The Interactive Timeline is a visual representation of 

you search results that allows you to view cases sorted according to 6 

different options at once. 

Decision date is 

shown on the 

horizontal axis. 

Relevance score is 

shown on the 

vertical axis. 

Size of the bubble is determined by 

citation frequency with the gray bubble 

indicating frequency across the database 

and the yellow bubble indicating 

frequency wthin the search results 

Each bubble represents one case. 

Holding your cursor over a bubble 

displays the case name along with 

the most relevant paragraph. Click 

the bubble to reach the case. 
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Statutes Search

From the Statutes Search page, select the state whose code you would like to 

begin searching in my clicking on the blue, hyperlinked name. 

Note: For the six states that claim 

copyright on their statute collections, you 

will be taken to the official state page. 
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Keyword search for statutes using, stock AND corporation,

produces these results:

Click on the hyperlinked 

caption to view the full 

text of the statute.

36 of 42



To find a statute by citation, use the citation lookup option, paying close attention to 

the formatting in the search tips box or,

Select the “Outline View” tab to read through the entire code in an index format. 

Click the plus sign to 

expand each level and read 

the corresponding section. 
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Conducting a search for statutes is very similar to the Advanced Caselaw

Search page. You will find the same options of searching by Keyword, Natural 

Language and Citation Lookup. 

Note: When using citation lookup for a statute, make sure 

to pay close attention to the formatting, hints located in 

search tips, to avoid any erroneous search queries. 

Archived editions are 

available in most states and 

can be selected by clicking 

on the plus sign. 

38 of 42



Last minute tips & tricks>
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Want to save your full list of search results without adding every document to your library? Fastcase 

creates static URLs for each results list produced. This means you can save this list by adding the 

page to your favorites, or by copying and pasting the URL into any document to revisit at a later time. 

Saving and Sending Search Results

Paste this link into your browser 

and it will always bring you right 

back to this page.
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Batch Printing

Fastcase allows you to print up to 20 documents at once using the “Print Queue” function built into the 

results list and the text of the case. Just click on the printer icon with the plus sign over it to add a 

document to your print queue. To remove, click the printer icon – now featuring a minus sign – again.

Click the minus sign 

to remove a case 

from your print queue

Click the plus sign 

to add a case to 

your print queue.

Once you’ve added your documents, you can select the formatting and proceed to saving in one, clean 

document by selecting “Print” – “View Print Queue”.
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“Annotating” Statutes

Although Fastcase doesn’t offer Statutes Annotated, we can show you how to annotate a statute on 

your own using the statute’s citation and some of what we’ve learned today.

• Enter the citation for the statute for which you would like to find caselaw. 

• Using Boolean operators, string together the statute citation with key terms also relevant to your topic 

of research.
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