Introduction to Legal Research
on Fastcase for Paralegals
(2013)

1/3/2013

Getting Started: Logging in

Go to www.fastcase.com Go to your bar

and click the Login button association’s website, log
at the top right hand side of in, then look for the

the screen Fastcase logo or link.

.

What Fastcase covers

Fastcase is a Primary Law Database

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950**

Statutes U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 47
states

Other Links to state and federal administrative

Regulations regulations and codes (some are searchable)

Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are
searchable)

Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (some are

searchable)

. Go To Scope of
[www.fastcase.com ] [What is Fastcase ? ]



http://www.fastcase.com/

What content are you looking for?

Search Cases

Search Statutes
‘Search Reguiations
Search Constitutions

‘Search Court Rules
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Search Attomey General Opinions - Anything listed below this line
is offered from one of our

partners and is available on a

transactional basis.

‘Search Newspapers

‘Search Federal Fiings

Search Legal Forms

If you're searching for caselaw

« Simple Keyword Search « Keyword Search (with
Boolean Operators)
« Citation Lookup
« Natural Language Search

« Citation Lookup

Types of searches

Pull up cases by reporter citation

Best for non-legal professionals or
those who are new to online legal
research or unfamiliar with keyword
searching

Less precise than Keyword search

Most powerful, precise and flexible
way to search




Quick Caselaw Search atch

Al Jurisdicions @ 1L

Start a New Search Last 10 Searches

Advanced Caselaw Search ary judgment standard

Search Statutes rizona v. gant

Search Regulations

Search Constitutions

Search Court Rules

Search Attormey General
Opinions

Search Newspapers

Search Federal Filings

Search Legal Forms.

My Research Home

Help Options
© FAGs
User Guide
Tutorials
® Live Chat
« E-mail Support

Resources

The Fasicase Blog

Lbgating &

The Ao
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Simple citation lookup using 384 U.S. 436 |

384 U.5. 436

Quick Caselaw Search switch to advanced caselaw search

All Jurisdictions G

Quick Caselaw Search

Click on the hyperlinked
—_————— case caption to view the

full text of the case.

Citation Lookup

retrieve several cases at one time.

You can locate cases by citation using the Advanced Caselaw Search page as well.
If you need help with the formatting, just take a look at the search tips located under
the search box. You can even enter multiple citations, separated by commas, to

Advanced Caselaw Segreh

Soarch Trpm: © Keyword e Sosieans © Naaral Larguazm ® CantnLochis
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STATE OF ARIZONA. Michael VIGHERA, Priiioner, v. STATE OF NEW YORK. Carl Calvin WESTOVER, Petioner, v, UMITED STATES.
STATE OF CALIFORMA, Patiioner, v. Roy Allen STEVIART.

Nos. 735751, 584,
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Advanced Caselaw Search options

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: # Keyword Search Boolean) O Natural Laaguage O Gtaten Looksp

raptis coumser
Select a search
type

Show Searcn Tips

Select a L
jurisdiction group ”
[RPP——
@
Fl z
Or select your own @
jurisdiction(s). Wontana Rhode Istand [omens |
Click on the + to waana e Sout Cavolna
expand any group s Heacs SounOmat
Kansas New Hamganes
Kentucry Hews

s

a
Search Options dates to search

ou

Turn Authority
Check numbers
on or off

Change how you
view your results




Sorting the search results

tells you how shows the caption
likely each case is to and the most relevant
contain a substantive paragraph of the case.
discussion of your Search terms are in
search terms. bold.

lists the date the displays
opinion was number of later
issued. citing cases.
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Filter your search results by jurisdiction using this drop down menu.
The filter dynamically updates so that only those jurisdictions that are
represented in the search results are displayed.

Print, save, or email a case

Print a single document
* Print up to 20 documents at once
+ Save a case to your computer

+ Save a case within Fastcase (My
Favorites)

» Email a case to yourself




Use the link to
download a case to your computer
so that you can print, save, or

email it as an attachment.

. ighight: il scarch forms [=] A Navigate 1o he previous case, next SN 3 PrintSave
Fing: previous term [P], next term [N]. Jump to the most refevant paraaraph [M]. = Add to My Print Queuel
7 Add to iy Favortes

= Emai

5 Authority Gheck
Eniire database: 6,163 These resulls:

Shepardize (Lexis)® - KeyCite (West)®

Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.5. 335, 83 $.CL 792, 9 L.Ed.2d 799 (1963)

372U.8.335
83 S.Ct.792
9 L.Ed.2d 799
Clarence Earl GIDEON, Petitioner,
v.
Louie L. WAINWRIGHT, Director, Division of Corrections.
No. 155.
Argued Jan. 15, 1963,
Decided March 18, 1963

[Syllabus from 336 intentionally omitted]
Abe Fortas, Washington, D.C., for pefitioner

Bruce R. Jacob, Tallahassee, Fla.. for respondent.
J. Lee Rankin, New York City, for American Civil Liberties Union, amicus curiae, by special leave of Court
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Choose from three file formats.

Word Perfect users should select
“Microsoft Word (RTF).”

Print Document

Document selected:  Gideon v. Wainwright. 372 U.S. 335, 83 S.Ct 79 &'799 (1963)

Highightsearchterms: © Yes @ No
Numberofcolumns: (2 [z]
Format
ot ord 0
lndobe crbat (FOF)
ot Word (T

Use the
link to add it to the print queue,
which you can print out later.

& prnysave

7 autnority Check . rignigt: i search terms [7] A Navigat f he previous case. ne
Find: previous term [P], nexd ferm [N]. Jump to the most relevant paragraph [M].

Entire database: 6,165 These resits: 0
Shepardize (Lexis)® - KeyCite (West)®

= Emai

Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.5. 335, 83 $.CL 792, 9 L.Ed.2d 799 (1963)

Add to My Print Queue]

10 Add to My Favoriles

372U.8.335
83 S.Ct.792
9L.Ed.2d 799
Clarence Earl GIDEON, Petitioner,
v.
Louie L. WAINWRIGHT, Director, Division of Corrections.
No. 155.
Argued Jan. 15, 1963,
Decided March 18, 1963

[Syllabus from 336 intentionally omitted]
Abe Fortas, Washington, D.C., for pefitioner

Bruce R. Jacob, Tallahassee, Fla.. for respondent.
J. Lee Rankin, New York City, for American Civil Liberties Union, amicus curiae, by special leave of Court




Batch retrieval and printing

Quick Caselaw Search

€12 F. Supp 2d 90, 534 F 3d 1282, 510 F 3d 870, 285 F 34 298

1/3/2013

® Al urisdictons | »
Start a New Search Last 10 Searches Help Options
Advanced Caselaw Search © FAQs
Search Statutes User Guide
Search Reguiations Tutorials
Search Constitutions ’ ® Live Chat
Search Court Rules X E-mail Support
Search Attorney General jess) & Resources
Opinions
Search Newspapers E . == =
Results Interactive Timeine

Jurisdiction:

Print List of Results

Al Jurisdictions - M4 ttodofdresuts b M PrintiSave Documents in Queue
Relevance = Case
S 100% 1. Wade v Brady, 612 F Supp 2d 90 (D. Mass. 2009)

_INTRODUCTION Robert Wade ("Wade") brings this action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 to vindi

d to Print Queue bonviction. He aims to subject that evidence to DNA testing and use the results, which he beli

=] 100%
-] 100%
= 100%

thatthere was a Due Process right to postconviction access ta biological evidence under cert

2. Bryson v. Gonzales, 534 F.3d 1282 (10th Cir., 2008)

David Bryson was convicted of rape and spent 19 years in jal until exonerated by DNA eviden
Chemist Joyce Gilchrist, District Attorney Robert Macy, and former Oklahoma City Police Chie
prevented him from obtaining access to DNA evidence that he believed would demonstrata h

3. Cooperv. Brown, 510 F.3d 870 (8th Cir., 2007)

Kevin Cooper appeals the district court's denial of his third federal petition for a writ of habeas
entitied him fo file a second or successive application; authorized.. [510 F.3d 874] . him to fili
“the guestion of M. Coopers innocence can be answered once and for all.” Cooper v. Woadft

4. Harver v, Horan, 285 F.3d 298 (4th Cir. 2002)

ORDER... Appellee filed a petition for renearing and rehearing en banc... Judge King voted to
Mo member of the Court requested a poll on the pefition for rehearing en banc... Chief Judge
Dbanc... Judge Luttig filed an opinion respecting the denial of rehearing en banc... The Court dr

Results

Jurisdiction
All Jurisdictions

Relevance  Case

Resutts

Interactive Timeline

Document

Print List of Results

Views Print Queue Print/Save Documents in Queue

h SN

= 100% 1
L

Wade v. Brady, 612 F.Supp.2d 90 (D. Mass.. 2009}
INTRODUCTION... Robert Wade ("Wade”) brings this action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 to vindict

conviction. He aims to subject that evidence to DNA testing and use the results, which he belie'
that there was a Due Process right to postconviction access to biological evidence under certai

<3 100% 2 Brysonv Gonzales, 534 F 3d 1282 (10th Cir, 2008)

David Bryson was convicted of rape and spent 19 vears in jail until exonerated by DNA evidenct
Chemist Joyce Gilchrist, District Attorney Robert Macy, and former Oklahoma City Police Chief ¢
prevented him from obtaining access to DMA evidence that he believed would demonstrate his

<5 100% 3. Cooperv. Brown

0 F 3d 870 (9th Cir., 2007)

Kevin Cooper appeals the district courts denial of his third federal petition for a writ of nabeas ¢




print

Optons Hey

Print Documents

Documents selected:  Berger v. City of Seattle, 569 F.3d 1029 (3th Cir., 2009)
Hill v Colorado, 530 U.S. 703, 120 $.CL. 2480, 147 L.Ed.2d 597 (2000)
Wade v. Brady, 612 F.Supp.2d 90 (D. Mass., 2009)
Coaper v. Brown, 510 F.3d 870 (9th Cir, 2007)

Bryson v. Gonzales, 534 F.3d 1282 (10th Cir., 2008)

hoidbd bbb

Harvey v. Horan, 285 F.3d 298 (4th Cir., 2002)

Highlight search terms:
Number of columns: 2 -

Format Microsoft Word (DOG) -

© eontsae @) cancel
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Use the link to email a case
as rich text within the body of an

(57 Authority Check  Highight [siseachms[5] A Neviate o TR
Entire database: 5.168 These results: 0 Find: previous term [P], nest term [N]. Jump to the most releV

Shepardize (Lexis} - KeyCile (West)® 1 Add to My Favortes

== Emai

Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.5. 335, 83 5.Ct. 792, 9 L.Ed.2d 799 (1963)

372U.5.335
83 S.Ct.792
9 LEd.2d 799
Clarence Earl GIDEON, Petitioner,

v.

Louie L. WAINWRIGHT, Director, Division of Corrections.
No. 155,
Argued Jan. 15, 1963,
Decided March 18, 1963
[Syllabus from 336 intentionally omitted]
Abe Fortas, Washington, D.C., for peitioner.
Bruce R. Jacob, Tallahassee, Fla., for respondent.

J. Lee Rankin, New York Gity, for American Civil Liberties Union, amicus curiae, by special leave of Court

Choose your recipient.

This field is auto-filled with the email
address associated with your
account — but you can change it to
any email address you want.

Email Document

Documentselected:  Gidggg” Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335. 83 S.CL 792, 9 L Ed.2d 799 (1963)

sendmailTo. * |support@fastease.com

Note: Emails are sentfrom support@fastcase.com. Add this address to your safe lstif you do not receive the email,




Save a case (up to 50) to your
library of favorites by clicking

&3 prinysave
d to by Print Queue)
10 Add to My Favoriles

7 Autnorty Chock . rignigrt: i searen torms [<]
Entire database: 6.168 These results: 0 Find: previous term [P], next term [N].
‘Shepardize (Lexis)* - KeyCite (West)®
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= Emai

Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.5. 335, 83 $.CL 792, 9 L.Ed.2d 799 (1963)

3712U.5.335
83 5.Ct.792
9 LEd.2d 799
Clarence Earl GIDEON, Petitioner,
v.
Louie L. WAINWRIGHT, Director, Division of Corrections.
No. 155.
Argued Jan. 15, 1963
Decided March 18, 1963
[Syllabus from 336 intentionally omitted]
Abe Fortas, Washington, D.C., for pefitioner
Bruce R Jacob, Tallahassee, Fla.,for respondent

J. Lee Rankin, New York City, for American Civil Liberties Union, amicus curiae, by special leave of Court

Select from the
My Library Menu to retrieve the documents
you have saved.

GatoRacanDocimars
My Library ot Favems Dscumana

[T (N —

El

Keyword Search

Fastcase uses the standard Boolean operators described below:

And, & Results must contain both words specified
OR Results must contain either of the words specified
NOT Results must not contain the word excluded
wi3, /3 Results must contain the words specified within a
certain distance of one another
* Results must contain words beginning with the
root specified

“ o Results must contain the precise phrase entered

() Use parentheses to define the order of operations
when using multiple operators




AND Operator

Capital Punishment - Cases containing both words

Punishment
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OR Operator

Capital Punishment - Cases containing at least one of the
two words

NOT Operator

Capital Punishment - Cases containing the word but
not the word punishment

10



“Within” Operator

Jury Trial > Cases containing the word jury
the word trial

... jurytrial . ..
... trial by jury. ..
... jury for the trial . . .
... jury. Moreover, trial . . .
... jury question, the trial . . .
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Operator

Delib® > Cases containing any word that begins with “delib”

deliberate
deliberation
deliberator
deliberately

Operator

Less?r >
Cases containing any word that has “less_”

lessor
lesser

11



Quotation Marks

“Miranda warning” - Cases containing the
“Miranda warning”

Using quotation marks helps to filter
out less relevant results. By entering
an exact phrase in ,
you rule out the possibility of finding
cases that contain just the words
“Miranda” or “warning”.
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Parentheses

(trial OR hearing) AND delib* & Cases containing either word trial
or hearing and words beginning
with delib.

Using parentheses when entering in

multiple boolean operators helps to

determine which operators you are
applying to which terms.

ADVANCED TOOLS

AUTHhoritv nteracrmve
Forecite
heck Fimeline

12



The Authority Check report provides a list and links to all later
citing cases in the Fastcase database.

. Stat of N York
Cattormia y Stwnt 8212 o
Ve LR34 854 1048
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For an easier way to view your results, click on the “Interactive Timeline” tab
to the right of “Results.” The Interactive Timeline is a visual representation of

you search results that allows you to view the cases sorted according to 6
different options.

Each bubble represents one case.
Holding your cursor over a bubble
displays the case name along with
the most relevant paragraph. Click
the bubble to reach the case.

o e s “nght o counsr

Relevance score is
shown on the
vertical axis.

Size o the bubble is determined by
citation frequency with the gray bubble
indicating frequency across the database

and the yellow bubble indicating
frequency within the search results

Decision date is
shown on the
horizontal axis.

Forecite serves as a backstop to your legal research, locating results that may
be missing one or more of your search terms but have been frequently cited

by your search results. Click on “View Results” on the right of the panel to see
what Forecite has come up with.

B Mo L G, 7715, 20184 5.3 0B 1224 248 1)

) b o M0 U5 4, G451 1000, 3Ll 481 (08
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Searching statutes

Search Cases

Sear
Search Statutes
Sei
Search Regulations
Sear

Search Consttutions n) © Natural Language O Citation Lookup

Search Court Rules.

Search Atiorey General Opinions

Search Newspapers

Search Federal Fiings

SynH run a search)
Anp)  SearchLegalForms —r

oR taxation OR representation

NOT executive NOT corporate

Result

documents with
documents with
documents with
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Search Statutes

Search Type: ® Kepword Search (Booisan) ) Natura Lang

Citabon Lootup

Seloct Statutes

@ sonciit @ Cioncn

Search Stata Website:

omer rescuroes hive.

= [ South Dakota

[C] South Dakota Codified Laws (2012 Edition) infa «
Current as of 77172012, includes all changes made during the 2012
Legisiative Session
Last updated on Fastcase: Jul 25, 2012
Citation Syntax
SDCL [Tille Hum]-{Chapter Num]-

[Section Num. (may contain
decimals)]

Multiple citations separated by 1
commas. 2

[F] South Dakota Session Laws (2012) info »

= [ Tennessee

[F] Tennessee Cade (2011 Edition) info «
CURRENT THROUGH THE 2011 REGULAR SESSION
Last updated on Fastcase: Aug 15, 2012
Citation Syntax Example

Tenn. Code [Title Number}-[Chapter Tenn. Code 1-2-111
Number|-[Section Number (if
exists)]

Huttiple citations separated by
commas.

[ Tennessee Resolutions (2011-2012) info »
[ Tennessee Public Acts (2011-2012) info »

Citation
lookup

14



Search Statutes

Search Browse

Search Type: ©) Keywor

d Search (Baalean)

Natural Language  © Citation Lookup

handwriting a will

Show Search Tips

Syntax
Natural Language

Example (click to run a search)
time for appeal of a final ruling

Result

-

cases that best match the words and phrases in
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Select Statutes

Current Editions:

# [0 United States Code 4 [ Kansas
+ [ Mabama 4 [ Kentucky
# [0 maska 4 [ Louisiana
[ Arizona # O Maine

Arkansas

Atkansas Code
# [0 california
[ Colorado

# [ Maryland

i [0 North Dakota
[ OKahoma

+ [ oregon

+ [ Rhode Island
# [0 south Carolina

(2012 Edition) info » | [] Massachusetis [+l [T South Dakota

# [ Michigan

# [ Minnesota

# [0 Tennessee
[ Texas

Search State Websites
Some states (and commercial pi
copyright on their statute collecti
official legislative websites for ths
other resources here:

Atkansas Acts

Mississippi

Chio

Pennsylvania

J¢ ¢ 1102000 108 renuts »

levance  Tiwe

100%
s% 2
Section 28-40-117
atknown adaresse
hing 3t 3 kmawe 30dr
propanent of o will
s

3 Print Resuts

raphéc wais ger

evidence of st least ree (3)

wilhin the confings States and
witin the cornental Unted State:
atie

e entire body of e will and:
3 a

10 attesting winesses 1o the wal

Histto B5pose of fams of tangible pers:

Click on the hyperlinked
statute section to view the
full text of the statute

section.

¢ SNall s WIitlen in e proper bandwriting of e
v. 0 he handwriting 201G signature of he
0, ASA 1947

testimony of at

g, or £ afer e ex

orated by eterenc
het ce nctthe e
i propsty nct oarat

1801c When 3 Wi executsd may be in
pafication (5) (1) W

0 permitts

A) But n n
o 15 comple

Statute Annotations

16, 1968, 4ea sactien 105 o Pub L 30-GH0 a0 oot a5 0k s s asis
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“Annotating” Statutes

How to annotate a statute on your own by using the statute’s citation and
some of what we've learned today.

« Since each court might cite the statute slightly differently, you may
need to try several different variations.

Example:

29 U.S.C. § 206
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+ To narrow down the results, you could also try adding
keywords that are relevant to your topic of research.

h  Resuls Optons  Help

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: ® Keyword Search (Boolean) Natural Language Citation Lookup

29 u5.c” i3 206 & ‘minimum wage™ =

Show Search Tips ﬁ

Syntax Example (click to run a search)  Result

AND, & copyright AND presmption cases with both the words "copyright" and "preemption”

oR landlord OR lessor cases with either the word “landlord” or lessor”

NoT chemical waste NOT management cases with the words "chemical” and "waste” but not "management”

0 (security OR pledge) AND assignment  cases with either "security” or "pledge”, and also the word "assignment”

o “felony murder” cases containing the exact phrase "felony murder”

wi2, /2 capital w/2 punishment cases in which the word "capital" appears within 2 words of the word "pu

= mitig™ wildcard - cases containing variations of the stem, such as "mitigate”, "m
"mitigation”

? advis?r single letter wildcard - cases with the words "advisor”, "adviser™

Customer Support

1-866-773-2782 ‘ support@fastcase.com Help = Live Help

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday
(excluding holidays)

Additional Training Resources:
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