Introduction to Boolean
(Keyword) Searches (2013)

1/22/2013

Before you get started
Know how your database is organized

» Search based on subject » Search based on
matter or concept individual words
* Like digest searches * Like a Google search
* Go to “Landlords”  Type in landlord
section, then look up
CEEz » User specifies search
* Information already pre- terms
sorted into categories « Search not limited to
* If information isn’t in the someone else’s
category, you would categorization
miss it

Before you get started
Know how your database treats

~
» Fastcase does not

automatically look for
plurals in Boolean searches

~
* Parentheticals, “within”
(proximity), AND, OR, NOT

J




Before you get started
Know what information is in your database

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950**

Statutes U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 47
states

Other Links to state and federal administrative regulations

Regulations and codes (some are searchable)

Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are
searchable)

Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are
searchable)

. Go To Scope of
[www.fastcase.com ] [What is Fastcase ?]
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Before you get started
Know which database you're searching

Start a New Search
Advanced Caselaw Search
Search Statutes
Search Regulations
Search Constitutions
Search Court Rules

Search Attorney General
Opinions

Search Newspapers
Search Federal Filings

Search Legal Forms

Two things to keep in mind

» Words that can » Words that can
mean the same mean more than
thing one thing

* Use synonyms for + Avoid ambiguity by
better results adding terms or the

“not” operator

* Ex: Firearm, gun, * Ex: Negligence
weapon (could be tort or
criminal law)




Concept

Keyword
search
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Getting Started | Narrow down your issue

b

Question: Whether it's constitutional for a
police dog to sniff at the door of someone’s
home

What legal principles are involved?

Fourth Amendment
Search

Expectation of privacy
Warrant

What facts are relevant to the search?
Door
Dog
Sniff




Operator
AND, &

OR

NOT

wi3, /3

Example Description
Copyright AND Preemption Results must contain both the words
“Copyright” and “Preemption.”
Landlord OR Lessor Results must contain either “Landlord” or
“Lessor.”
Vehicle NOT Car Results must contain “Vehicle” but must
not contain “Car.”
Capital w/3 Punishment  Results must contain “Capital” within 3
words of “Punishment.” Use any number
between 2 and 50.
Litig* Results must contain some variation of
the stem “Litig” such as Litigation,
Litigated, Litigator, etc.

Less?r Results must contain some |-e-s-s- and —
r. The ? acts as a single-character
wildcard.
“Felony Murder” Results must contain the precise phrase

“Felony Murder”
(Security OR Pledge) AND Parentheses define the order of
Assignment operations
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Operator

Estate Tax >
Cases containing both words

Resus  Document  Print  MyLibrary  Options

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: © Keyword Search (Boolean) O NaturalLanguage O Citation Lookup

estate

[F show Search Tips

Select Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdictions
© Al Jurisdictions @ Fed. 1st Gir

© Al Federal Appellate Fed. 1t Cir, LA

© Al state I

© Al District Courts 3

© Al Bankruptey Courts © N

O Indvidual Jurisdictions.




Aty Check L]

REA. ESTATE PIFRUATION SERVEED.
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Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: @ Keywora Search (Booiean) Matural Language Caation Lockup

Shaw Search Tips 2|

Sedect Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdictions:
Al Juris dicions @ Fed 1stCir
All Fedsral Appeliste Fed. 151Cir. LA
I L
A oK
i W

ndhidual Jurisdictions.

Autorty Chuch, 9

FoNcas Nas ientn 050NN 00ss S ik o B8 1w ) Yl 14O R AC, 8 0 A i ome 1 s o o s M
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Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: ® K sarch Boolean) O Natural Language ) Cltation Laokup
festate AND tax
W Seareh Tips »

Salect Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdictions

Al Jusisdicion & Fea 1810

i Fegaral Appellats Fed 1stCu. L

4l Stata L

ANl Disiict Cours o

All Bankruptcy Courts W

ndividual Jurisdickons

| 4 110200754 resues b Wi

Operator

estate tax -> Cases containing the phrase “ "

Not in results:
...acted as a on the

...the reduced the amount by...




Document  Print  Mylibrary ~ Optons  Help

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: © Keyword Search (Boolean) Natural Language Citation Lookup

‘estate tax” -

] show Searcn Tips E

Select Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdictions
Al urisdictions FL
All Federal Appellate © Fed 1stCir
Al State ole
Al District Courts OR
™ All Bankruptcy Courts © ca

2 Individual Jurisdictions.
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Aoy Check o

wol W A 1102000 123 resuts b A

(Proximity) Within Operator

Estate w/3 Tax >
Cases containing the word estate within 3 words of the word tax

...estate afier tax...
...tax on the estate...
...estate after deducting for tax...




Select Junsdictons. Recently Searched Junsdicbons
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[t—————
o M 4 11020 o1 158 resuls B K

Comparing the operators

« AND

— estate = 2,384 cases

—tax = 2,353 cases

—estate AND tax = 754 cases
* QUOTES

— “estate tax” = 123 cases
* WITHIN

— estate w/3 tax = 159 cases




OR Operator

Prenuptial OR Premarital >
Cases containing at least one of the two words

\

Prenuptial Premarital
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Mylieary  Opfons  Hew

Advanced Caselaw Seal

Search Type: @ ke, Natural Language Ciation Lookup
prenupsal

Snaw Search Tips »
Select Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurisdicions

Al urisd)

® LA
f
Fed

iL

oK

i M 4 1to200f68 results P M i




Setect Junsacons Heceaty Searched Jursunons
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facitation
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Advanced Caselaw St
Search Type: @ Kaywor
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. ation Lookup
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M 4 11020 0f 110 results » M
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Operator

Prenuptial Premarital > 110 cases

Prenuptial Premarital

(68 cases) (54 cases)

Operator

Testa™ >
Cases containing any word that begins with “testa”

testate
testator
testable
testament
testamentary

11



Setect Jurisdsctons Recenty Searched Jurisdicions
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o 0 ot e com o oomtide Batth < _'N 4 110 20 of 177 results » M

™ Testator
hor's wee. Th

Search Type: @ Natural La Citaion Lookup
tests®
Select Jurisdicions Recentty Searched Jurisdictions
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o s e sz s s g4 41 to 20 of 451 results b M

testator
on testatcr s

? = Single Letter Wildcard
Operator

Less?r >
Cases containing any word that has “less_1”

lessor
lesser

December 6, 2012

6. Barton was convicted of second-
causing substantial bodily harm was a jesser include
alesser-included-offense instruction to that eflect

degree murder, he claimed that, on the evidence presented, reckless drhing
offense and that counsel had been remiss in not requesting

2 Tore. L1d v M L Rothschild Management Corp 793 P29 1316, 106 Nev 350 (Nev. 16! June 8, 1990

The trial court, after a review of the evidence presented by both sides, found that Rothschild, because of its conductin
accepting and holding the letters of credit, was estopped to deny that a novation had occurred. This finding was
reached in spite of the evwdence Rothschild presented at trial that there was no novation and that the original men’s
wear contract had never been assigned. Although the trial court concluded that the parties did not reach a new
agreement, it nevertheless invoked the

December 7, 1990
2 Nothing in this section prevents an owner or Jesor of real property from requiring an employer who is leasing the
real property from agreeing o insure the owner of lessor of the property against any liabilty for repair or maintenance
ofthe premises.

February 1, 1991

Customer represents and warrants that customer has a policy of automobile ltability insurance In effect, . which
insurance shall provide primary liability insurance coverage... L8gor agrees it has complied with NRS Section
482.295 10 evidence its ability to respond for damages. Lessor's duty 1o respond shall only be for liability in excess of
that covered by the customer's liability coverage.

5 " ircus Entarg P.2922. 106 Nev 1 (Nev. 1 January 23,1990
21n defining the malice of unintended harm the trial court used the words “when a defendant consciously and
deliberately disregards known safety measures in reckless disregard of possible results * These words are taken
directly from Leslie v. Jones Chemical Co., 92 Nev. 391, 393, 551 P.2d 234, 235 (1976). | would be leery of
perpetuating the use of the term “reckless” because it is ambiguous and easily confused with gross negligence and
other terms that relate to the risk inherent in behavior rather

6. Stalevy State 787 P.24 296 Nev_ 1990 February 22, 1990

2 A discussion was held off the record, at which the state may have challenged defense counsel's arguments
Following this discussion, however, defense counsel again argued that only the Jesser penalty of NRS 207.010(1)
applied. The state did not indicate on the record that it disagreed with counsel’s arguments
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Cases containing the word

Operator

Malpractice Medical >

but not the word medical

Medical 3

1/22/2013

prach
”»
Swboct Jurindsc o Rucently Searched Jurtsdictions
®
ope
Bar

14
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Soarch Type: @ Keyword Searc (Boclean)  © Haural L tabon Laorus
imalpractice NOT medical
U h Tig »
Soloct Jurasctons Rucontly Searchod Jurisdictions
W s .
i Federal ppel "
I st
I Disrict Cou
W Baniupicy Court
i
°
o
e 4 11020 0i629 resits » W |

Example: security or pledge and assignment

* How it could be read:

— (security or pledge) and assignment
— security or (pledge and assignment)

» Use parentheses for more precise results:

Security OR Pledge) AND Assignment

15



Without Parentheses

security or pledge and assignment

\

|

pledge and
assignment

security

Advanced Caselaw Search
Searcn Type: @ Keywora Searcn (Booiean NawraiLanguage £ Citadon Lookup

security or pledgs and assignment

namdual JunsBCions.

1/22/2013

e BN 4 11020 of 1,610 resuts ¥ M
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(security or pledge) and assignment

security or

pledge assignment

1/22/2013

Search Type: @

{secusity or pledge) and as:

Select Junsdicbons Recently Searched Junsdictions

_— I M 4 1to200f 171 results P M

Assigament o

17
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Tip: Generally helpful to use parentheses
with “or” or proximity searches

(landlord or lessor) (alimony w/5 education)

Question: Whether it's constitutional for a
police dog to sniff at the door of someone’s
home

What legal principles are involved?

Fourth Amendment
Search

Expectation of privacy
Warrant

What facts are relevant to the search?

Door

Dog

Sniff

Concept Keyword and operator

Fourth Amendment = “Fourth Amendment”

Dog > Dog
Sniff > Sniff
Door > Door

Expectation of = “expectation of privacy”

privacy

18



Search Type: @ Nagwors

ourth amandment” 8 359 & st & door &

actanon ot grvacy

Reconty Saarched Jensdictons

1/22/2013

has centied 3 3o

M 4 1t0200f377 results P M

2 home anizatie in¥ingeme: « Fourth Amendment 10 e
o/ the Fourth Amendment See Lin s v Thema: 1358 1 i

5. The use of e dog, ks Me use of a Termal ima " ementie use
pectation of privacy i s 723 e Rio ol ondi
any contrab fare o atow Ihe cMicers dog to st
oq st ot ence ‘me -

73503434
Joelis JARDINES, Petitoner,

st

TE of Florida, Respondent.
No. SC08-2101,
Suprama Court of Florida.
Apeit 14,2011
Summasier

Source: Justia

The Cout considered whether 3 “Sill est” by » dhug detec
Fouth Amandieet.aod 1 50, whih

1 805 conducted 3t ¢
ingoing thit the gor

picion A opecs 1o alanted

ors amvod 2 the house wi td 10 the

Pbiic Defender, and H
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Concept Keyword and operator

Fourth Amendment > “Fourth Amendment”

Dog > (dog )
Sniff > (sniff

Door > Door

Expectation of — “expectation of privacy”
privacy

Advan

Search Type: @

Floutth amendment & (050 or canine) & (ST or Smel”) & Go0r & “SxPECtaBOn of pevacy

Select Jursacions Receaty Searched Juristictons

20



Auorny Crech

4 11020 0f 836 resulis P W
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Comparing our searches and results

“fourth amendment” “fourth amendment”
& dog & (dog or canine)
& sniff & (sniff* or smell*)
& door & door
& “expectation of privacy” & “expectation of privacy”

Narrowing the search

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: @ Kiywird Seach (Booiean Hstursl Language Citation gt
“Tourth amenament & (dog or camine) & (s or smel) & door & “axpectaon of prfiacy’ not automotile nol car

Select Jurisdictions Recently Searched Jurtsdictions

21



Fasicase has identiled JadoNona decisions Mat may be relevant ¥ our (W aCh I

M 4 1t020of 112 results ¥ M '
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Identifying your keywords

Whether it's_constitutionalfor a policeto

t theof someone’

depends on if the person has a right to an

expectation of privacy

How do | go back to a previous search?

Quick Caselaw Search

@ Al Jurisdictions G

Starta New Search Last 10 Searches Help Options

Advanced Caselaw Search dment" & "plain smell FAQs

Search Statutes User Guide
Search Regulations Tutorials
Search Consfitutions Live Chat
Search Court Rules E-mail Support
Search Attorney General Resources
Opinions fourth amendment
Search Newspapers varant 5
3
fourth amendment” & The Fastcase Blog
Search Federal Filings sme

Fastease Resources for Hurricane Sandy

Search Legal Forms Wany lawyers on the East Coasthave had
heir lives and praciices isrupte
Huricane Sandy. As of Frigay, N
many are stil without power, with

fourth amen
smell”) &

fourth amendment’ &

22



Use Forecite to
enhance your results
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print y Library

Options

Advanced Caselaw Search

Search Type: @ Keyword Search (Boolean) Natural Language & Citation Lookup

miranda warnings™

Show Search Tips

Syntax Example (click to run a search) Result
AND, & <opyright AND preemption cases with both the words "copyright” and
orR Iandlord OR lessor cases with either the word "landlord” or "l
NoT chemical waste NOT management cases with the words "chemical” and "wast
¢} (security OR pledge) AND assignment cases with either "security” or "pledge”, an

. “Felony murder cases containing the exact phrase "felony 1
w2, /2 capital /2 punishment. cases in which the word "capital” appears «
< mitig* wildcard - cases containing variations of th

i Ut o Aevats ey Check ©
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s States Stowart 202781,

£4.24 634, 10 ALR34 74105, 1966)
(4,098, 104 §.C1 2052, 80 L6420 574 0.8 1084)

@ Tormyw. St of o, 02105, 1, 88 S 1863, 20 LEA.24 95 (US. 1968)
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Customer Support

,m’

1-866-773-2782 support@fastcase.com Help - Live Help

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday

(excluding holidays)

Additional Training Resources:

24
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