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Introduction to Boolean  
(Keyword) Searches (2013) 

Before you get started 

Indexed databases 

• Search based on subject 
matter or concept 

• Like digest searches 

• Go to “Landlords” 
section, then look up 
case 

• Information already pre-
sorted into categories 

• If information isn’t in the 
category, you would 
miss it 

Full-text databases 

• Search based on 
individual words 

• Like a Google search 

• Type in landlord 

 

• User specifies search 
terms 

• Search not limited to 
someone else’s 
categorization 

Know how your database is organized 

Before you get started 

Know how your database treats 

Plurals 

• Fastcase does not 
automatically look for 
plurals in Boolean searches 

Order of 
operations 

• Parentheticals, “within” 
(proximity), AND, OR, NOT 
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Before you get started 

Know what information is in your database 

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950** 

Statutes  U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 47 

states 

Other 

Regulations 

Links to state and federal administrative regulations 

and codes (some are searchable) 

Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are 

searchable) 

Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are 

searchable) 

www.fastcase.com   What is Fastcase ? 
Go To Scope of 

Coverage 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Before you get started 

Know which database you’re searching 

Two things to keep in mind 

Synonymy 

• Words that can 
mean the same 
thing 

 

• Use synonyms for 
better results 

 

 

• Ex: Firearm, gun, 
weapon 

Ambiguity 

• Words that can 
mean more than 
one thing 

 

• Avoid ambiguity by 
adding terms or the 
“not” operator 

 

• Ex: Negligence 
(could be tort or 
criminal law) 
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Concept 

Keyword 
search 

 Getting Started| Narrow down your issue 

Question:  Whether it’s constitutional for a 

police dog to sniff at the door of someone’s 

home 

• What legal principles are involved? 
 

• Fourth Amendment 

• Search 

• Expectation of privacy 

• Warrant 

 

• What facts are relevant to the search? 

• Door 

• Dog 

• Sniff 
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Operator Example Description 

AND, & Copyright AND Preemption Results must contain both the words 

“Copyright” and “Preemption.” 

OR Landlord OR Lessor Results must contain either “Landlord” or 

“Lessor.” 

NOT Vehicle NOT Car Results must contain “Vehicle” but must 

not contain “Car.” 

w/3, /3 Capital w/3 Punishment Results must contain “Capital” within 3 

words of “Punishment.” Use any number 

between 2 and 50. 

* Litig* Results must contain some variation of 

the stem “Litig” such as Litigation, 

Litigated, Litigator, etc. 

? Less?r Results must contain some l-e-s-s- and – 

r. The ? acts as a single-character 

wildcard. 

“   ” “Felony Murder” Results must contain the precise phrase 

“Felony Murder” 

(   ) (Security OR Pledge) AND 

Assignment 

Parentheses define the order of 

operations 

AND Operator 

Estate Tax 

Estate AND Tax   

Cases containing both words 
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“Quotes” Operator 

“estate tax”  Cases containing the phrase “estate tax” 

 

Not in results: 

… acted as a tax on the estate… 

 

In results:  

…the estate tax reduced the amount by… 
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(Proximity) Within Operator 

Estate w/3 Tax     

Cases containing the word estate within 3 words of the word tax 

...estate after tax... 

…tax on the estate… 

…estate after deducting for tax… 
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Comparing the operators 

• AND 

– estate = 2,384 cases 

– tax = 2,353 cases 

– estate AND tax = 754 cases 

• QUOTES 

– “estate tax” = 123 cases 

• WITHIN 

– estate w/3 tax = 159 cases 
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OR Operator 

Prenuptial Premarital 

Prenuptial OR Premarital   

Cases containing at least one of the two words 



1/22/2013 

10 



1/22/2013 

11 

OR Operator 

Prenuptial 
(68 cases) 

Premarital 
(54 cases) 

Prenuptial OR Premarital  110 cases 

* = Multi-letter Wildcard 
Operator 

Testa*   

Cases containing any word that begins with “testa” 

testate 

testator 

testable 

testament 

testamentary 
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? = Single Letter Wildcard 
Operator 

Less?r   

Cases containing any word that has “less_r” 

lessor 

lesser 



1/22/2013 

14 

NOT Operator 

Malpractice Medical 

Malpractice NOT Medical   

Cases containing the word malpractice but not the word medical 
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(Parentheses) 

• Example:  security or pledge and assignment 

 

• How it could be read: 

– (security or pledge) and assignment  

– security or (pledge and assignment) 

 

• Use parentheses for more precise results: 

–(Security OR Pledge) AND Assignment 
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Without Parentheses 

security 
pledge and 
assignment 

security or pledge and assignment 
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With Parentheses 

security or 
pledge 

assignment 

(security or pledge) and assignment 
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or 

 

w/5 

 

 

(landlord or lessor) 

 

 

(alimony w/5 education) 

Tip:  Generally helpful to use parentheses  

with “or” or proximity searches 

Question: Whether it’s constitutional for a 

police dog to sniff at the door of someone’s 

home 

What legal principles are involved? 
 

Fourth Amendment 

Search 

Expectation of privacy 

Warrant 

 

What facts are relevant to the search? 
Door 

Dog 

Sniff 

Concept Keyword and operator 

Fourth Amendment  “Fourth Amendment” 

Dog  Dog 

Sniff  Sniff 

Door  Door 

Expectation of 

privacy 
 “expectation of privacy” 
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Concept Keyword and operator 

Fourth Amendment  “Fourth Amendment” 

Dog  (dog or canine) 

Sniff  (sniff* or smell*) 

Door  Door 

Expectation of 

privacy 
 “expectation of privacy” 

Broadening the search 
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Comparing our searches and results 

377 results 636 results 

“fourth amendment” “fourth amendment” 

& dog & (dog or canine) 

& sniff & (sniff* or smell*) 

& door & door 

& “expectation of privacy” & “expectation of privacy” 

Narrowing the search 
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Identifying your keywords 

Whether it’s constitutional for a police dog to 

sniff at the door of someone’s home 

depends on if the person has a right to an 

expectation of privacy 

How do I go back to a previous search? 
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Use Forecite to  

enhance your results 
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Customer Support 

1-866-773-2782 

 

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday 
 

(excluding holidays) 

CALL 

support@fastcase.com 

 

EMAIL 

Help  Live Help 

 

LIVE CHAT 

www.fastcase.com  Help & Training 
Documentation & 

Downloads 

Additional Training Resources: 

mailto:support@fastcase.com

