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Synonymy Ambiguity 
 

Two words that mean the 
same thing. 

 
Words that mean more 

than one thing. 
 

 
	
  

Plurals Order of Operations 
 

Potato 
 

Potatoes 
 

 
 
à 

 
 

 
	
  

What Am I 
Searching? 

Case Law Federal and state case law back to 1950** 
Statutes  U.S. Code & official state statutes for D.C. plus 44 states 
Other Regulations Links to state and federal administrative regulations and 

codes (some are searchable) 
Court Rules Links to state and federal courts rules (some are 

searchable) 
Constitutions Links to state and federal constitutions (a few are 

searchable) 

www.fastcase.com   What is 
Fastcase ? 

Go To Scope of 
Coverage 

Fastcase is a Primary Law Database. 
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Select	
  Document	
  Type	
  

Concept à Keyword Search 

	
  
	
  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

Treatises 

Journal 
Articles 

Google & 
Natural 

Searches 

 
 
 
 
Question: 
 

Constitutionality of searching garbage left 
at the curb? 
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  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

Treatises 

Journal 
Articles 

Google & 
Natural 

Searches 

 
Legal Principles 
 

ü Fourth Amendment 
ü Search and seizure 
ü Expectation of privacy 
 
Additional Search Terms 
 

ü Garbage, trash 
ü Curb, curbside 

AND	
  Operator	
  

Capital Punishment 

Capital AND Punishment à Cases containing both words 
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AND	
  Operator	
  

Capital 
(1000+) 

Punishment 
(1000+) 

Capital AND Punishment à 523 Cases 

“Quotes”	
  Operator	
  

“Felony Murder” à  Cases containing the phrase “felony murder” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Not in results: 

murder resulting from felony 
convict of felony and murder 

 
In results:  

charged with felony murder 
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“Within”	
  Operator	
  

Alimony w/5 Education   à The word alimony within 5 words  
  of the word education 

 
 
 
 

 

 
. . . education, alimony . . . 

. . . alimony and education. . . 
. . . alimony to gain sufficient education . . . 

. . . alimony and the care, custody, education . . . 
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OR	
  Operator	
  

Landlord Lessor 

Landlord OR Lessorà Cases containing at least one of the two 
words 
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OR	
  Operator	
  

Landlord 
(23 Cases) 

Lessor 
(6 Cases) 

Landlord OR Lessorà 26 Cases 

Wildcard	
  Operator	
  

Delib*    à  Cases containing any word that begins with “delib” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

deliberate 
deliberation 
deliberator 
deliberately 
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NOT	
  Operator	
  

chemical  
waste management 

“chemical waste” NOT managementà Cases containing the 
phrase chemical waste but not the word management 
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(Parentheses)	
  Operator	
  

 
Correct: 

(Security OR Pledge) AND Assignment  
 
 

Incorrect: 
security or pledge and assignment 
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With Parentheses Without Parentheses 

Cases Containing: 
 
Security or Pledge – AND –  
Assignment 

Cases Containing: 
 
Security – OR – Pledge and 
Assignment 

 

Without	
  Parentheses	
  

security pledge and 
assignment 
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With	
  Parentheses	
  

security or 
pledge assignment 
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or 

 
w/5 

 
 
 

(landlord or lessor) 

 
 
 

(alimony w/5 education) 

When you’re not sure… 

	
  
	
  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

Treatises 

Journal 
Articles 

Google & 
Natural 

Searches 

 
 
 
 
Question: 
 

Constitutionality of searching garbage left 
at the curb? 
 
 



4/14/11 

20 

	
  
	
  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

Curb, 
curbside 

Garbage, 
trash 

Expectation 
of privacy 

 
Legal Principles 
 

ü Fourth Amendment 
ü Search and seizure 
ü Expectation of privacy 
 
Additional Search Terms 
 

ü Garbage, trash 
ü Curb, curbside 

	
  
	
  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
   
Legal Principles 
 

ü Fourth Amendment = “Fourth Amendment” 
ü Search and seizure = search 
ü Expectation of privacy = “expectation of privacy” 
 
Additional Search Terms 
 

ü Garbage, trash = (garbage or trash) 
ü Curb, curbside = curb* 

curb* 

(garbage 
or trash) 

“expectation 
of privacy” 

	
  
	
  Ge=ng	
  Started|	
  Do	
  Your	
  Homework	
  

	
  

curb* 

(garbage 
or trash) 

“expectation 
of privacy” 

 
•  “Fourth Amendment” and 
 
•  “Expectation of Privacy” and  
 
•  Search and 
 
•  (garbage or trash) and  
 
•  Curb* 
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Last Ten Searches 
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Forecite 
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Customer 
Support 
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Customer	
  Support	
  

1-866-773-2782 
 

Available 8 am - 8 pm Eastern, Monday through Friday 
 

(excluding holidays) 

CALL 
support@fastcase.com 

 

EMAIL 
Help à Live Help 

 

LIVE CHAT 

www.fastcase.com  Help & Training Documentation & 
Downloads 

Additional Training Resources: 


